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at the same time, it is clear that we have the potential to
adapt to climate change, in the same way that we can

adapt to other major challenges such as warfare, pollution
and disease. adaptation is possible for a number of reasons,
including: (i) our ability to plan and organise our societies to
make the best use of our opportunities and our capacity to

cope with the threats we face; (ii) the ability of our
communities and nations to develop innovative solutions;
and (iii) the ability of individuals to change their ways of
living and working, for example, by moving from a rural

environment to an urban one. examples of the adaptation
that is already being implemented include: (i) urban

farming and urban gardening, which provide opportunities
for urban people to obtain fresh produce, exercise, reduce
food waste, and reduce their exposure to air pollution; (ii)

urban tree-planting, which provides opportunities for
physical, psychological and social benefits; and (iii)

greening of workplaces, which can help to reduce the
impacts of heatwaves and improve air quality. examples of

the adaptation that could be implemented in the future
include: (i) more use of green roofs and green walls; (ii)

more consideration of the impacts of the urban
environment and planning for those impacts; and (iii) more
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emphasis on the services nature provides (e.g. regulation of
water flow, production of oxygen and carbon dioxide,
buffering of temperature extremes, provision of food,

protection from pests and disease, recreation and
education). the iucn has proposed a list of "10 most

wanted" species, which includes not only species of high
scientific and conservation importance, but also species

that are widely planted and that therefore can be seen as
invasive. tree-of-heaven is a highly invasive species, and is
a serious threat to many species native to north america.

the iucn has listed it as a "red" (vulnerable) or "near-
threatened" (near-threatened) species, which are both
considered to be of high conservation priority. it is also
listed as "not native" (non-native) in the usa, and is not

currently controlled by any plant quarantine legislation or
international trade regulations.
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this is a very interesting and important book. it represents a
very cohesive and well written approach to plant

biochemistry. it explores the various aspects of plant
biochemistry from a broad perspective that will be useful to

all those who study plant biology. this book is essential
reading for students who want to enter plant biology. alison

smith: she is a professor of plant biochemistry and the
director of the plant sciences department at the university
of california, davis. she teaches and publishes in several
areas of plant biochemistry, including plant biochemistry,
bioinformatics, and synthetic biology. her research spans

fundamental aspects of plant biochemistry as well as
applied areas of interest to agriculture and the
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biotechnology industry. her lab focuses on plant cell walls,
plant secondary metabolism, and plant biotransformation

systems. the book is well written and an outstanding
account of plant biochemistry. it is very thorough and

covers most aspects of plant biochemistry. it is an essential
reference for those interested in plant biochemistry.
although the evidence for nature's contribution to

adaptation is growing, it is still small, and so should be
regarded as a hypothesis, rather than fact. further, the

specific nature of any particular contribution is not yet well
understood. nevertheless, there is a well-recognised pattern

to the types of evidence for nature's role in supporting
adaptation that have emerged to date: (i) the evidence is
primarily from the animal and plant sciences, and from

areas that are both naturally rather than artificially
modified; (ii) the evidence concerns the first dimension of
the vulnerability framework, i.e. reducing exposure to the

immediate impacts of climate change (see table 1 for
examples); and (iii) the evidence is available for the past,

present and future. 5ec8ef588b
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